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NEXT GENERAL MEETING, OCTOBER 20TH, 7:00PM, 180 ROCK ISLAND RD., E. WENATCHEE, WA 

HUNTING:  Since we are already into the hunting season, many of you may already be aware of the different closures to 
roads and some of our favorite hunting areas.  If you are not, you will need to check with the US Forest Service, WDFW, 
and any other managers of lands that you intend to hunt on.  Please do not assume that the area you are going to is 
open.  Check first before you go!  Also, please take the time to know the hunting regulations for the type of animal and 
the game unit you are planning on hunting.  There have been many changes to the regulations and the game units that 
will be open for different animals.  If you are not sure, take the time to find out.  We are the hunters that the public look 
at as role models for today’s hunters.  Our future as hunters is dependent on what the general public perceives, because 
hunting is a privilege not a right.  Hunting is also the one of the best forms of conservation by keeping certain animal 
populations from becoming a nuisance or destructive.  We as hunters are the ones who are responsible for bringing big 
game and upland bird populations to historic highs.  We are the ones that spend billions of dollars on gear and licenses 
that in turn keep our public lands in operation.  So go hunting, but do it right! 

WDFW:   OLYMPIA - Wildlife biologists with the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) have compiled 

information to help hunters have a successful hunting season.  The reports include information on deer, elk, waterfowl, 
turkey, upland birds and other species, as well as suggestions on techniques and places to hunt. Staff reports for all 17 
wildlife districts in the state are available online at http://wdfw.wa.gov/hunting/prospects/ . “ Hunting seasons will continue 
despite several wildfires but hunters should be aware of land access restrictions around Washington due to fire,” said 
Mick Cope, WDFW Game Division Manager.  "There's some good hunting to be had this year, but hunters need to check 
current conditions before heading into the field," Cope said.  WDFW has compiled a list of major public landowners, along 
with their contact information, for each region. The information is available online at 
 http://wdfw.wa.gov/hunting/hunting_access/ . Hunters will also find information on private lands hunting access on the 
webpage.  Fire prevention restrictions implemented earlier this summer on WDFW's wildlife areas and water access sites 
across the state remain in place. Those restrictions, including a ban on campfires, are available on WDFW's lands 
webpage at http://wdfw.wa.gov/lands/ .  WDFW will update its hunting prospects for areas affected by the wildfires after the 
fires subside and the impact on hunting opportunities becomes clear. 

USFS:  On National Forest Lands, the onset of fall often triggers an increase in visitors.  Woodcutters, 

hunters, campers and hikers flock to the Forest during autumn.  As of Saturday morning, September 19, 

the industrial fire precaution level will drop to a two for National Forest Lands in Okanogan County.  This 

means that woodcutters can operate chainsaws until 1:00 pm each day to gather their firewood for winter.  

After a historic summer of large scale fires in Okanogan County, Forest officials urge extra caution and 

awareness to those adventuring on National Forest Lands.  Closures are still in place for some roads, trails 

and areas.  Hazards from falling snags, burned or burning stump holes and debris flows are all 

considerations for recently burned lands. Patrol and mop-up efforts continue after fires are contained and 

the expectation is that firefighters will be working in the fire areas, in some capacity, until winter snows 

push them out.  As the smoke fades, firefighters will continue their suppression repair work to mitigate 

adverse effects resulting from fire suppression activities.  These efforts include erosion control, noxious 

weed control and preventing the establishment of unmanaged recreation as well as repairing fences, 

gates, range developments and cattle guards damaged or destroyed by suppression activities.  Burned 

Area Emergency Response Teams are also out in the fire areas, assessing burn severity, then developing 

and implementing response strategies.  Amidst the safety messages, it is important that visitors to the 

Forest know about pertinent closures and restrictions.  Fire related closures that are still in place for 

National Forest Lands in Okanogan County are shown online on the interactive fire closure map at 

www.fs.usda.gov/main/okawen/maps-pubs.  
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WEBSITE:  We will soon have a new website at http://www.wsassoc.org/.   We hope to have it up and running 

very soon.  The old site is still up and useable.  We need your photos of association events and activities to put 
on the new website.  We are also going to put a calendar of events on the website so you will know what is 
coming up and can plan on being a part of that event or activity. 

ELECTRONIC MEDIA:  As soon as the website is up and running, we will move forward with a Facebook 
account and perhaps Twitter.  We only have one person interested in helping on the Facebook account. 
Anyone interested in helping with our social media contact Dan Dickerson at 509-548-5249 or 
mt.mandan959@gmail.com.  

STEMILT:  There will be a meeting on November 9, 2015, between Lands Commissioner Peter Goldmark and Senator 
Linda Evans Parllette.  This meeting is to secure the titles for sections 20 and 28, from the DNR to the WDFW. 

GAME FEED:  The annual Game Feed for 2016 will be on February 20
th
, 2016.  We have received positive feedback 

about the venue at the Wenatchee Sports Plex from this year, so we will be returning to the Wenatchee Sportsplex again 
for 2016.  There is a great deal of effort that goes into putting on this annual event that is our main fundraiser each year; 
therefore, we are encouraging our membership to mark their calendar for that date and turn out to help make this another 
successful year.  There will be at Game Feed meeting each third Tuesday at 6:00 P.M. just before the general meeting.  
The next one will be on October the 20

th
.  New people bring new ideas, which are always welcome.  Please consider 

joining us!  Fellow hunters, our chiefs are ready to try some new recipes using game meat other than deer and elk.  If you 
have extra game meat you would like to share with the association at the Game Feed, we need about forty pounds for 
each dish.  For example we are looking for fish, cougar, bear, alligator, moose, caribou, pheasant, duck, etc.  

NEW NEWSLETTER:  As you have noticed by now the newsletter has changed and we have a whole page reserved just 
for our sponsors to be able to advertise with over two hundred members and businesses.  The cost is only $10 per month. 
What an inexpensive way to reach so many.  Proceeds will be used to offset the cost of the newsletter, sponsor kids 
fishing days, archery in the schools and help us with our local efforts.  This encourages the membership to support our 
sponsors.  Also, if you have anything of interest for the membership, let Dan Dickerson know so he can get it in the 
newsletter. 

WORK PARTIES:  Work parties will be starting up soon and we have a new ATV trailer to use in getting gear and 
equipment in to the hard to reach areas.  The trailer is specially designed to pull behind ATV’s.  If you are interested in 
getting involved with a work party, contact Bill Stegeman (663-7529) or Herb Troxel (663-6659).  Many hands make for 
lighter work. 

MISSION RIDGE:  Mission Ridge is planning to grow their business and expand into section 19, with beginner ski runs, 
tubing and accommodations. 

LEAVENWORTH FISH HATCHERY:  The Leavenworth Fish Hatchery has repaired the holding ponds used for the kids 
fishing day, which will allow WSA to have a kids fishing day sometime in late spring or early summer.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dan Dickerson                                                                                                                                                                          
WSA Secretary 
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